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BRUSSELS FOR USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MNUC, ENRG, PEPR, NATO, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION LEADER CALLS FOR GREECE TO ACQUIRE TACTICAL 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

REF: ATHENS 3171 (NOTAL) 

1 . OVER THE WEEKEND, DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF AND PASOK LEADER 
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PAPANDREOU CONTINUED TO FIRE STATEMENTS AT EACH OTHER ABOUT 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND NUCLEAR ENERGY PRODUCTION FOR GREECE (REFTEL). 
PAPANDREOU'S SPECIFIC CALL IS FOR A "NATION Al I .Y-OR TENTED" 

DEFENSE THAT, HE SAYS FOR THE FIRST TIME, "MUST AT LEAST INCLUDE 
TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS" SINCE TURKEY HAS "ALREADY STARTED 
TO MAKE PLANS TO ACQUIRE" THEM. 
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2. PAPANDREOU HAD FOLLOWED HIS REMARK IN AN APRIL 1 1 NEW YORK 
TIMES INTERVIEW - ASSERTING THAT GREECE COULD OBTAIN NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS - WITH A CHARGE IN PASOK'S WEEKLY NEWSPAPER (EXORMISI) 
THAT "TURKEY, ASSISTED BY THE U.S., IS PLANNING THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF A NUCLEAR CAPABILITY WITHIN THE COMING TEN YEARS." GREECE, HE 
SAID, WOULD BE IN DANGER OF BECOMING A "SATELLITE" OF TURKEY IF 
SHE DID NOT OBTAIN HER OWN "TACTICAL DEFENSIVE" NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
AS A "COUNTERBALANCE". IN ADDITION, HE CALLED FOR A NUCLEAR 
CAPABILITY INDEPENDENT OF FOREIGN CONTROL, TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH 
A GREEK NUCLEAR REACTOR OPERATED WITHOUT FOREIGN EXPERTS OR 
INTERVENTION. 

3. AVEROFF THEREUPON OBSERVED, IN AN APRIL 16 STATEMENT, THAT 
SUCH TALK OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS INSURES THAT GREECE WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO ACQUIRE A NUCLEAR REACTOR TO MEET THE ENERGY CRISIS 
COMING IN THE MID- 1980’S. IN FACT, HE ARGUED, GREECE CANNOT BY 
HERSELF CONSTRUCT LARGE REACTORS AND THEY ARE "NOT GIVEN TO 
COUNTRIES WHICH MIGHT USE THEM IN ORDER TO PRODUCE... RAW MATERIAL 
REQUIRED FOR.. .NUCLEAR WEAPONS." AVEROFF DID NOT ADDRESS THE 
DESIRABILITY OF SUCH WEAPONS FOR GREECE. 

4. PAPANDREOU COUNTER-ATTACKED LATER THE SAME DAY BY REITERATING 
HIS CALL FOR A GREEK TACTICAL NUCLEAR CAPABILITY TO BLOCK "TURK- 
ISH INTRIGUES" AND TO GUARANTEE GREEK TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND 
REGIONAL PEACE. HE BLITHELY DIVORCED NUCLEAR ENERGY MATTERS 
FROM THE QUESTION OF WEAPONS, AND ALSO TOOK A SWIPE AT AVEROFF 
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FOR ALLEGEDLY PROMOTING GREECE AS A U.S. NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEPOT. 
MCCLOSKEY 
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